Me. Quin Shea 7627 Old Receiver Hoad 

The National Security Archive Frederick, lid. 21701 

1755 Mass. Ave., HW, #500 5/l/O'J 

Washington, N.C. 20036 

Near Quin, 

Thanks for the things that just came and I've just read. Can't exaggerate the 
value and importance of what you people are doing! 

First, no hankypanky when this gets to you late by the above date. Can't use 
our copier and I've been interrupted twice since putting the paper in the machine. 

i 

iuid so I won t forget, ae I do now too often, to let you know if there is a 
document or two you might have to let you know. I'm interested for a reason we might 
discuss if, your words, our paths cross again, in the code names of the operations 
against Sukarno in Indonesia. I've heard of two, ohe given both a 3 Strong Back and 
Strongback and the other Haylift. 

I was not speaking for Hood College, if you took it that way, merely that 
even before my stuff gets there they are using it, and that pleases me much. One of 
the interruptions I mention above had to do with the oral report that was quite good, 
as I wad told in the interruption, by a student whose paper has not yet been turned in, 
based on the CIA ' 3 disclosed records on their mind-bending projects, to Dp bestialities. 
I gave them about 10 feet of the records plus a few other things I'd collected. 

I'm changing the spaces to help make corrections less illegible. 


There are other tilings tliat can relate and I think do relate to our getting to 
the brink. (Yes, I've read th&i book.) I don t know how deep and wide a study the 
Archive might want to make, but I was reminded of this in tliinking while i/read the 
papers you sent. I got the inpression^all over again ya± that during the crisis there 
was no real possibility of lower-level input in places like State. But the real, the 
detailed knowledge i3 at lower level that ExComm. ^ <{ ft 4 ib 

Tliis, in turn, reminded me of the decimations on tha: level at State, the firing 
of wlich I was part, the doiination of scholarship and personnel by the rabid and mis- 
named "securiyjt" people. It has to be close to certain that just about all Latin American- 
ists capable of independent thought and analysis had been gotten rid of one way or an- 
other and that independent minds had not been hired - and had been dispensed with if by 
accident they had been hired, t\C\ ^ frl* 

I think that the consequences in poMcy as a result of the so-called security 
programs would make a significant and worthwhile project. .(l have only a few of the 
records on me. They just lied and withheld arbitrarily and, of course, t/jey were em- 
barrassed because I was never a member of anything and had no charges, no hearing, etc.) 

Tliat we have evolved a mcahine for the creation of crises and for prefabricating 
their ends is, I think, as frightening and dangerous a disaster waiting to happen as 
there can be. (Aigression: any similar study on Grenada?$hould be.) 

On your Iran-Contra study, in an unguatSfed moment our ambassador until ho was 
kicked out, Melton, told a delegation that wo we re there to overthrow the government. 
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Nobody jacked this up from the first-person account in out local papers* Apparently the 
Rfcagan administration was using military appropriations for (in 1y67) some fifty junkets 
of weekend warriors* The local one was there for the demonstration that, with their parti- 
cipation, led to the expulsions® I got all the copies of the papers I could and then mdde 
xeroxes and gave just about all away, with no interest in the press or on the Hill, dim 
Tesar ma:/’ have a copy. I gave mine to H 0 od. There is a great difference when tliis kind 
of statement is made officially, and the ambassador is the highest local official. 

as 1 skip around, I think I told y° u 7) f^ s m y materials are going there. They are 
building a new and larger library and the pains include adequate space. I'm pretty sure, 
although I don't speak for them, that they will want, when they have space, such things 
as these microfiches. 

I think I told you that contemporaneously, while it was happening, I evolved 
what now turns out to be an accurate analysis of the Cuba Iiissle Crisis. I think it is 
now confirmed, but (booting my own horn is not my point. 

If I could do it when I was still a fam^er, liquidating the farm, with access to 
only a little of what v/as public, why could none of the government's socalled experts? 

Isn t this frightening? ¥ery dangerous? Especially in the nuclear age? 

Sane thing on Tonkin ^ulf. And look what happened there as a result. 

Another Cuba project like it didn t fly but it v/as launched. Itad to do with 
our talcing some of their fishing boats captive on the high seas and taking them to Florida. 

Barry C 0 ldv/ater was pretty infiamatory then. 

file Al ongoose and wuba Project records you sent do not estimate Khruschev' s position 

as he saw his position. I have difficulty believing this was mere oversight. In wliat I've 

read of the three conferences I've seen no mention of this, iiy recollection may be faulty 

with the specific I'll come to but I' closure it is correct as a general statement of his 

/ , . 

view of liis position. I believe that after the Bay of Pigs there v/as some tiling 

like what ^ called mutual-assistance pact3, nhruschev' s guarantee to defend Cuba. I am 

also certain that without knowing its name I v/as aware of ftongoose and that, invoking 

this guarantee, Raul Castro and Che Ouevara led a Cuban delegation to hoscow that summer 

to ask for this promised assistance. But even if there' liad been no such formal guarantee, 

our own intelligence should have appreciated that Khruschev had little choice but to 

re<^> 

try to defend C as tro. In rgsoning on this they should have icnown that there v/as no way 

in the world to defend tliat island from a determined US invasion, certainly not without" 

the kind of casualties tliat would have made surrender the prefereable option. So, they 

should have thought, what can iw hruschev do? It is from this t at I had the working title t \ 

Tige** to Ride: the untold story of the /Tuba Hissle ^risis. ('flur* Mu 

There may not have been an v time for any in-depth intelligence analysis but given 
the situation, what v/as known, what Keating v/q£ saying, the anti-Castros were sayi ng s 


papers should have been prepared or their preparation under way before we went public 
with the proof that the USSR had missies in °uba.There'd been rumors for months. 

Either way, the papers exist or do not exist, £ think making the effort to yet 
them or to learn would be important, especially in the future, when there can be other 
such dqngerous situations .And to better understand how we came so close. 

How could -L have known about lA ongoo3e, if not by that name, that design? 

One way only* it was published.! can't guess where but I knew it before the crisis 
became the crisis it was and it was basic in^imy thinking. My point here is that if I 
knew then certainly the intelligence people knew yet I've seen no indication of their 
knowledge in anything I've redid or h :ard, i. eluding the recent conferences. 

The Hilsman memo was written in November, the mont\oafte • the crisis, ft 

had no need to refer to earlier studies but that component ij? where £ last was in the 

k 

government and I am certain tliat if not before the crisis, as soon as it broke tere was 

't 

a review of the information on hnad. Invj?i table and necessary. However, I believe that 
if not earlie ■ and for other reasons, there has to have been such a 3 tudy as soon as the 
Keating allegations began. 

In terns of any authentic concept of national security what you have been doing 
on this matter is of value and importance that cannot be exaggerated, if the system is 
going to work and work better than it has. But I am also offering the opinion tliat q) 
so far it is incomplete and b) other relevant and important information ought be available 
and c) is worth the effort to try to get. From Cla and State especially. I'd also ask 
Foreign broadcast for what they picked up from C u b<in broadcasts and I'd not be a bit 
surprised if there were relevant and available transcripts, of UN proceedings tliat hold 
what was said there, particularly by the Cubans and the UliR bloc, especially before the 
crisis broke. 

Somewhere I have those UN transcripts prceeding the Bay of Figs and I assure you 
jlbh&t zany .scheme wa3 well ejfyosed beforehand. The only people who were ignorant were us. 
(JFK t&lkec) the NYTimes and the V/xPost out of using the stories they had.) 

I read Carl Bernstein's Royalties and it made me tliink that a worthwhile book, 
particularly in understanding what has come to be/fcalled the "national security state," 
would be a study of some of the cases that, along with what was done with those fine old 
"Old China hands," would show how we were crippled and controlled on policy find on real 
understanding of the real world. Vie did survive those awful things, but at what cost? And 
might we ^ot^haveT* survived? 

Bince th-: last time you saw me I've not been to Yfashington except to be driven there 
for medical appointments , now every two months, witVj the single exception of being there, 
driven by a friend, to appear before Uohn Lewis^ Bmith as part of a scheme he had to make 
it appear tha& he was listening when he wasn't. ffe even lied about it. after you left DJ 
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in a FCIA case. 

used me in what I think was its first effort to invoke Kule 1 1 / They got a money judgement, 
by means of undenied fraud and perjury, and I've not paid it, daring them to come out and 
try to collect. They haven* t mid 1 don't think the money is or was all tliat importaht 
to them, hut in bits and pieces they still give me a few crumbs. In today* s mail a few 
more pages on CLICK , whose Washington correspondent you may not remember I was. But 
Uiey still haven* t given me the letter hoover wrote praising one on my cartel exposes, 
jciiong Lif.uiy other things they have tliat I*d like relating to my past. 

hope you get near here sometime# I'd like you see how I have how much arranged 
for the use of others# I'm not physically able to do much searching or filing and 
when yucli of this is involved 1 get Hood students to work for those who are interested. 
•iUite a few books and TV shows before the 2bth JtfK anniversary mid since then on king. 


If you'd like to get a better understanding of what you were involved in with me 
lesar 

ask J im to lend you a VCil tape, Reasonable ^oubt." x t was done by a Joung friend a3 his 
master's thesis at Maryland, derard (Chip) oelby. his first and only documentary and it 
won the most prestigeous available tf-iize, CUJIi's Lolden Laglo. Less than an hour.^fter 
he couplets the degree, which should be soon, he wants to do more and I'll again help 
liiin. A1 e has notliing and will need to find some support. Besides from people like me and 


his greatest asset, 


his fiancee. 

Tlianks and hope yo i are all well and happy, 



